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IN presenting this Annual Report, your Committee feel justified 
in claiming that, in spite of the difficulties of the times, much 
useful work has been accomplished during the past year. The 
more general and popular activities of the Society to which mem
bers were formerly accustomed have again had to be curtailed, but 
it has nevertheless been possible to maintain in good measure many 
of :those functions upon which depend the high standing which the 
Society enjoys. 

As if in confirmation of this, your Committee were recently 
approached by the Society of Antiquaries of London epquiring 
whether this Society would organize and opera:te as the nucleus of 
a regional group of societies to exercise a proper vigilance in 
matters archaeological and antiquarian, with particular reference 
to the post-war period, when widespread development of all types 
may be expected. It is intended to constitute. a Central Council 
for Archaeology in London upon which all the regional groups 
would be represented and which would therefore be in a position 
to claim a comprehensive national outlook. Such a central council 
should, it is felt, be a useful instrument in ensuring that the im
portant subject and aims of modern .archaeology receive due 
attention in the post-war era. 

After consideration your Committee decided to .accede to the 
request of the Society of Antiquaries and they are happy to report 
that good progress has already been made with the organization of 
this regional group. 

An important feature of the year's activities has been the very 
valuable reorganization of the Society's library, which has been 
carried out by the Hon. Librarian. The library is one of the 
Society's most important assets and, after many years' steady 
growth, now represents a source of reliable and :authoritative 
reference for those undertaking archaeological research. The very 
considerable amount of time and skilled attention which the 
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Hon. Librarian has this year devoted to it should have still further 
enhanced its value and your Committee.feel that the Society is 
much indebted to Captain Irvine for his painstaking and skilful 
work. A separate section of this report gives more detailed infors 
mation upon the scope of the work. 

Your Committee particularly wish to record the Sodety's 
gratitude to our Chairman, Sir Robert Martin. In spite of the 
manifold and pressing demands of his numerous public activities, 
he has not only continued to attend every meeting with only one 
exception but has continued, as heretofore, to control and direct 
the Society's affairs 111 his own quite inimitable manner. 

Your Committee are especially pleased to report that our 
friend, Mr. S. H. Skillington, has now made a remarkable 
recovery from his prolonged indisposition and has once more 
begun to resume in some measure his activities. The Society's 
debt to Mr. Skillington iis too well known to require emphasis and 
your Committee are assured that this excellent news ,vill cause 
much satisfaction. 

Once again it has been possible to publish a volume of 
Transactions . Unfortunately, owing to government restrictions, 
this volume has had to be drastically curtailed, and after consider
able deliberation it was decided to devote the whole of it to a most 
authoritative paper by Dr. Levi Fox on Leicester Castle. Dr. 
Fox's erudition and skill in research need no recommendation to 
members and this paper forms a valuable and important addition 
to the Society's publications. 

During the course of the year the follov.ing new members 
were elected : -
In April- Mr. F. Cottrill, Leicester Museum 
In July- Mrs. Julia Fox, St. Helier, Knighton Rise, Oooby 
In August- Mr. Thomas Birkett, Wigston Hall 

Leicestershire. 
In October- Mr. D. Mel. T. Morcom, Northbridge, Kirby 

Muxloe 
Miss Mary Sloane, Townsend Road, Enderby 

Three members resigned during the year. 
We have to record with regret the loss by death of : -

Mr. G. E. Kendall, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., Mr. George F. Ellgood, 
Mr. Bernard Ellis, Mrs. Rudd, Mr. G. Keith Thomson, M.A., 
D.Litt., Rev. Dr. T. H. Ross, Hon. Mrs. R. A . Tennant. 



REPORT 

IN MEMORIAM 
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The Society has lost one of its older and most active members 
by :the sudden death at Anstey, in October, 1943, of Mr. G. 
Keith Thomson, for many years Headmaster of the Rawlins' 
School, at Quorn. 

Mr. Keith Thomson was elected to the Society in September, 
1924, and in the following June he w:as appointed to serve on the 
General Committee and to the Sub-Committee whose title in those 
days was "Library, Lectures and Papers". 

Mr. Keith Thomson was a near neighbour of the late 1\fr. George 
Farnham and)n association with him did a consider.able amount 
of work for the Society, being keenly interested in the typ~ of 
research in which Mr. Farnham so conspicuously excelled. He 
rendered an outstandng serv,ice to students of the history of the 
County by collecting and preparing for publication the notes of 
those villages which Mr. F:arnham had intended to include in his 
sixth and final volume of Leicestershire M edve'Val N ates. To 
this volume Mr. Keith Thomson :added an index of place names, 
which is of very material help to those who study Village Notes. 

He displayed actively his interest in the Society's work until 
very near the end of his life. Those who were able to take part 
in the excursion to Leicester Castle and the N ewarke in Sep
tember last w,ill remember the illuminating address which he 
delivered in the Chapel of the Trinity Hospital. 

R. E.M. 

Excursion 
On 17th September, a very well-attended excursion to 

Leicester Castle and the Trinity Hospital took place. At the 
Castle Dr. Levi Fox delivered a learned and most interesting 
address on the history of the building, incorporting the results of 
some original researches vihich had enabled him to throw light 
upon some of the hitherto more obscure vicissitudes of a long and 
very varied existence. Afterwards, Dr. Fox conducted members 
aro11nd the Castle and further enlarged the scope of his address. 
(The substance of Dr. Fox's lecture is embodied in his paper 
published in Transa.ctions .) 

Afterwards the party proceeded to Trinity Hospital where 
they enjoyed a most informative lecture by Mr. Keith Thomson. 
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Hon. Librarian's Report 

During the summer of 1943 the Hon. Librarian was able to 
devote a good deal of time to putting the library into order. Little 
binding had been done during the past twenty years, and, probably 
as a result of this, parts were missing and required replacing. 
Your Committee authorized the making good of these defects, and, 
while much still remains to be done owing to the slowness caused 
by lack of labour, considerable progress has been made in bringing 
the library to :a state worthy of the Society and making it a 
valuable resort for students. 

The following have been brought up to date and bound : -
the Society's own Transactions, and those of Derbyshire and 
Yorj,{shire; Archoeologia Cantiana; the A'ntiquaries' Journal; the 
publications of the Canterbury and York Society; and the British 
Record Society's Index Librwry, of which two volumes are still 
lacking. The hitherto unbound volumes of the Archaeological 
Journal are in the binders' hands, with the exoeption of two 
volumes which are still incomplete, and the Cambridgeshire and 
Huntingdonshire Society's Transactions. 

The Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society, the 
Suffolk Institute of Archaeology, the Cambridge Antiquarian 
Society, the Thoresby Society, and the Shropshire Archaeological 
Society, are complete, and await the attention of the binder; and 
the Transactions of the Thornton Society requir,e one issue only 
for completion. One or two of the last numbers of theAssociated 
Societies' Reports and Papers are on order to complete the set. 
The same applies to certain other series. 

The stock of back numbers of the Society's Transactions and 
of the Associated Societies' Reports and Papers has been over
haul,ed, and at the Society's meeting at the Castle in September 
it was announced that certain numbers of both series were on offer 
to the members at specially low prices. Surplus copies of Reports 
and Pa,pers are at present on offer to the publishers at Lincoln. 

It may here be mentioned that stocks of certain recent 
numbers of the Society's Transactions are in short supply 
or entirely exhausted. Members having Vol. XVII, Part ii, 
many later part, except Vol. XX, Part ii, and Vol. XXII, 
Part i, which they no longer want, are particularly asked 
to write to the Hon. Librarian at the Guildhall, and offer 
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them to him, so tha:t he may l::e in a position to, satisfy the 
needs of others who are completing sets. 

The Society has duplicates of some seventy-five of the first 
ninety parts of the Publications of the Canterbury and York 
Society; these were formerly the property of the late Major W. J. 
Freer. Your Committee have pla,ced them at the disposal of the 
Canterbury and York Society to help towards making up a set 
for one of the bombed libraries-an action which, it is felt, will 
have the cordial approval of members. 'J'lhe Society have also a 
number of duplicates of books already in the library; these should 
be disposed of :as opportunity offers. 

Not the least iip.portant activity of the Hon. Librarian has 
been the complete examination and overhaul of the negatives and 
prints of the Henton Collection of photographs of Leicestershife 
and Rutland. These have been . collected, sorted, listed, and 
indexed. The negatives are now packed in a: locked case, and 
stor.~d in a strongroom for t!he duration of hostilities. It has been 
ascertained that the seventeen volumes of prints, at present iin the 
care of the Muniment Room at the Museum, contain only some 
two-thirds or three-quarters of the protographs of which the 
Society owns the negatives . At the earliest opportunity after the 
war the whole series, in number approach~ng two t:Jhousa:nd 
photographs, should be reprinted and made available. It is 
understood that more than one national organization is anxious to 
obtain copies of at least some of the photographs. 

Among the books added to the Library are an important paper, 
reprinted from the Transactions of the Ecclesiological Society, on 
English Colleges of Chrantry Priests, by Professor Hamilton 
Thompson, and Col. Mortimer W1heelei's magnificent volume on 
the Excavations at Maiden Castle, Dorset. The general reader 
wiU find these volumes of gre::i.t interest; and there are articles of 
importance on many different subjects in the various publications 
enumerated above in connection with the binding scheme, and in 
other volumes in the Sooiety's library. It is hoped that increasing 
use will be made of the opportunities which the library offers for 
general study. The Hon. Librarian's engagements prevent his 
attendance a:t the Guildhall for more than a few minutes each day; 
but if the members will send him a card, or leave a note specifying 
the book or books required, he will do his best to h:a,ve them ready 
for collection when the member can next call. 

L. H. I. 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance in hand 

,, Subscriptions and Donations 

,, Interest on £ 101 5s. 4d. Leicester 3 per cent. 
Mortgage less Ta:x: 

,, Interest on £250 Leicester 4¾ per cent. Stock 
1945/55 less Tax 

,, Interest on £150 3½ per cent. Conversion Stock 
1961 less Tax 

,, Interest on £300 3½ per cent. War Loan gross 

,, Income Tax reclaimed 1942/ 43 ... 

£ s. d. 
72 13 3 

218 19 0 

1 10 4 

5 18 8 

2 12 6 

10 10 0 

10 1 7 

£322 5 4 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
for the Year ending 31st December, )943. 

PAYMENTS 

By Subscriptions: 

Archaeological Congress 

Canterbury and York Society ... 

English Plafe Name Society 

British Record Society 

Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings 

Council for the Preservation 
of Rural England 

Lincoln Record Society 

,, Printing and Issuing Transactions 

,, Printing a:nd Stationery ... 

,, Rent 
\ 

, , Postages and Sundry Expenses 

,, Lecturers' Expenses and Lantern 

, , Fire Insurance 

, , Bank Interest and Charges 

,, Library Additions, Binding , &c. 

,, Balance at Bank 

£ s. 

1 0 

1 1 

0 15 

1 11 

1 1 

1 1 

5 5 

XXXV. 

d. £ s. d. 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 
11 14 6 

84 12 0 

17 15 6 

11 1 0 

8 16 2 

3 0 6 

1 17 6 

2 12 6 

60 17 3 

119 18 5 

£322 5 4 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

£ s d. 
To Balance in Bank 129 11 3 

, , Cash Rep.aid by Leicestershire Archaeological 
Society 50 0 0 

,, Interest on £1,250 3½ per cent. War Loan gross 43 15 0 

,, Interest on £400 Leicester 4¾ per cent. Stock 
less Tax 9 10 0 

,, Interest on £150 3 per cent Defence Bonds, gross 4 10 0 

,, Income Tax reclaimed 1942/ 43 ... 9 10 0 

£246 16 3 

FUNDS ACCOUNT 

To Present Balance (Value 2,096 16s. 3d.) 
£ s. d. 

2,085 8 8 

£2,085 8 8 

TRUSTEES OF THE 

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND 

A. w. DEATH, JR., EsQ. (Treasurer) ANTHONY HERBERT, EsQ. 

CHAS. SQUIRE,. EsQ. ,, A. H. LEAVESLEY, EsQ. 

HUGH G. GOODACRE, ES,Q. 
" 

A. A. IRONSIDE, EsQ. 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND XXXVll. 

for the Year ending 31st December, 1943. 

£ s. d. 
By Purchase of £175 3 per cent. Defence Bonds ... 175 0 O 

,, Balance in hand 71 16 3 

£246 16 3 

31st December, 1943. 

£ s. d. 
By £1,250 3½ per cent. War Loan (Value £1,290) ... 1,293 11 5 

,, £400 4¾ per cent. Leicester Stock 1945/55 
(Value £410) 

,, £325 3 per cent. Defence Bonds (Value £325) ... 

,, Cash at Bank 

395 1 0 

325 0 0 

71 16 3 

£2,085 8 8 

l have examined the Funds Account dated December 31, 1943, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 
December 31, 1943, and certify such accounts to be in accor
dance with the Books and Vouchers of the Trustees of the 
Research Fund. I have satisfied myself that the Scrip of the 
above Investments is in the possession of the Bank. 

S. PARKINSON 
Chartered Accountant, 

Honorary Auditor 
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FUNDS ACCOUNT 

General Reserve Fund (Value £952 3s. 9d .) 

Excursion Secretary's Account 

SELWYN PARKINSON, F.C.A. 
Honorary Treasurer 

£ s. d. 

904 3 3 

9 ·s 4 

£913 8 7 

TRUSTEES OF THE 

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

LIEuT.-CoLONEL SIR ROBERT MARTIN, C.M.G., D.L. 

ALBERT HERBERT, EsQ., F.S.A. S . H.SKILLINGTON,ESQ.,F.S.A. 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
31st December, 1943. 

£101 5 4 Leicester Corporation 3 per cent. 
Mortgage (Value £100) 

£250 0 0 Leicester Corporation 4¾ per cent. 
Stock 1945/55 (Value £256) 

£150 0 0 3½ per cent. Conversion Stock 1961 
(Value £157) 

£300 0 0 3½ per cent. War Loan (Value £310) 

Cash at Bank :-Excursion Account 

Society's Account 

XXXIX . 

£ s. d. 

101 5 4 

246 2 9 

121 4 9 

315 12 0 

9 5 4 

119 18 5 

£913 8 7 

I have examined the Funds Account dated December 31, 1943, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 
December 31, 1943, and certify such accounts to be in accordance 
with the Books and Vouchers of the Society. I have satisfied 
myself that the Scrip of the above Investments is in the possession 
of the Bank. 

ARTHUR W. DEATH, JR. 

Chart~red Accountant 

Hon. Auditor 


